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“I’m no longer ashamed of my past, my present. I’m looking forward to my future.” 
Jeane works at the ballpark and Civic Center now. In her 
jobs, she interacts with a lot of people, which she likes. “It’s 
nice to be a part of society…nice to not feel like a cat in 
a room full of rocking chairs,” she laughed. She hopes to 
create a career in home health care – a dream that almost 
died because she wasn’t well enough to do it. 

She wants people to better understand addiction. “It is 
never the person. It is the drug. It is the alcohol. If we 
wasn’t sick from the addiction, we wouldn’t do the 
things we do. It’s hard for people to see past that.”

She was so grateful of all the people who work at and who 
have supported YWCA Sojourner’s. “I appreciate this place 
so much you don’t know. I’m happy there are people 
still in the world who really care about the sick and 
suffering. The more support we have in the community, 
the better. It’s always nice to improve and invest in life.” 

Jeane brightly talked about the future and her recently-
approved housing application. “Ain’t nothing like 
having a home to make your own. To do what you 
want. I can’t wait. Everything’s new. I’m not mad about 
having to start over. It’s going to become what I want. I’m 
going to decorate. Make a home full of love and peace." 
She beamed. “I’m no longer ashamed of my past, my 
present. I’m looking forward to my future.”

“I feel like I’ve finally arrived. I’m eager to get my place. 
I have a job. As a matter of fact, I have two.” 

Jeane was one of 16 children. Her parents were stern. 
“There was too many of us not to be!” she laughed. She 
credited her parents with instilling values – and especially 
the notion that there is nothing wrong with failing, but 
there is with staying there.

Ten years ago, Jeane came to the YWCA Sojourner’s Shelter 
for Homeless Women & Families in full-blown addiction. 
Despite appearances of hitting rock bottom, she hadn’t yet. 
“I hadn’t learned enough – wasn’t ready. I didn’t know 
there was a life without drugs where I could be happy.”

She gave the credit of her recovery to God. “There was 
someone on my shoulder telling me, ‘You’re not like this. 
You’re better than this.’ I didn’t enjoy it anymore.  I had 
to go to long-term treatment facilities for years to get an 
understanding of my addiction." She realized, “if change 
didn’t come about I was going to die or lose my mind.”

She came to YWCA Sojourner’s Shelter for the second time 
a few months ago. “I knew this was where I needed to be. I 
knew that I would be safe. I could focus on what I needed 
to do to get back on my feet.”
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JOIN US FOR OCTOBER 15-19

Check         for events & updates!

CONVERSATION CAFE

Charleston, WV

Racial Justice 
Program

Conversation Cafe, held every 3rd Wednesday, provides an open space for community dialogue around 
challenging topics related to race and racism. Join us Oct. 17 at noon at YWCA's Quarrier St. facility for our 
next event! ABOVE: Interim Director Stacy Oden speaks with the media at a recent Conversation Cafe.



THIS IS NOT YOUR 
MOTHER’S THANKSGIVING!

FOOD FUSION AND COCKTAILS, TOO.

SUNDAY BRUNCH 

10:30 am – 2 pm
TICKETS

foodiefeastwv.com

11TH NOVEMBER
PATERNO’S AT THE PARK

P

SPONSORED BY

MARKETING SPONSOR

ALL THE FUN OF A TAILGATE.  
NONE OF THE WORK.

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE! 
www.GuysNightOutCharleston.com.

NIGHT 
OUT

Watch the Mountaineer take on Iowa State
Craft Beer – Wings – Games – Tons of Food

For six years, Office Dealer Magazine has 
recognized KOMAX Business Systems as an “Elite 
Dealer” – the only one in WV – because of their 
excellence in customer and community service.  
They provide office equipment and IT solutions 
to businesses in WV, VA and Kentucky, and have 
the contract for all WV state government. They’ve 
organized a golf tournament that has raised nearly 
$150,000 for the Make-A-Wish Foundation, and 
recently became a YWCA Leader for Change.  

As a 2018 YWCA Leader for Change, KOMAX sponsored 
and attended Women of Achievement, Girls Night 
Out, Guys Night Out and the Race to End Racism. 
Additionally, they provided in-kind support with 
office equipment, including a new printer for the 
YWCA Hope House domestic violence shelter.

Cofounder Bob Maxwell shared what motivated him 
to become a YWCA Leader for Change: “With all the 
turmoil and discord in our country today, we need 
to show our respect for women as best as we can 
because some people don’t. And unfortunately 
some of our leaders don’t. It just kind of hit a chord 
as something we should be doing.”

On behalf of YWCA board, staff and the people we 
serve, we thank Bob Maxwell and KOMAX Business 
Systems for being a Leader for Change! 

If your company is interested in deepening your 
commitment to the community through a once-annual, 
multi-event sponsorship pledge, contact Kate Flack 
(kate@ywcacharleston.org) for more information 
today – the deadline for the 2019 Leaders for Change 
commitment is December 1. 

Conversation Cafe, held every 3rd Wednesday, provides an open space for community dialogue around 
challenging topics related to race and racism. Join us Oct. 17 at noon at YWCA's Quarrier St. facility for our 
next event! ABOVE: Interim Director Stacy Oden speaks with the media at a recent Conversation Cafe.
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Change Service Requested

peace justice

Charleston Area Medical Center
City National Bank

United Bank
Wells Fargo Foundation

ZMM Architects & Engineers

freedom dignity

WE HAVE
 NIP TAX CREDITS! Leaders for Change corporate sponsorship sustains YWCA Charleston so that we 

can continue to serve the most vulnerable in our communities. Together, we work to 
promote peace, justice, freedom, and dignity for all.

As part of a competitive 
application process, YWCA 
Charleston was awarded

a limited number of 
Neighborhood Investment 
Program (NIP) tax credits
for eligible gifts of $500 or 

more! To reserve your credits, 
contact Kate Flack

(304) 932-6480, mail a 
check, or donate online at 

ywcacharleston.org!


