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JOIN YWCA CHARLESTON, 
VOTED BEST CHARITY IN WV, 

IN HONORING...
Melissa “Missy” Rubin 

Brittany Javins
Jan Vineyard

Dr. R. Jenee Walker
Whitney Breckenridge
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So much to celebrate!
The New Year spurs excitement and reflection for YWCA Charleston

• The YWCA Racial Justice Program is taking 
flight! Under the leadership of our Racial Justice 
Committee, coordinator Chris Kessell is training staff, 
board, and committees of the YWCA on implicit bias 
and structural racism, and has exciting plans for 
community-based programming and events in 2018. 

• The YWCA Mel Wolf Child Development Center 
launched a gardening initiative and revamped the 
library into a digital learning environment, greatly 
expanding our STEM educational offerings! 

• Girls Night Out is celebrating 20 years raising funds 
and awareness to end domestic violence in 2018! 
The event raises nearly 20% of YWCA Resolve Family 
Abuse Program's annual operating budget and is the 
don't-miss party of the summer!

Check inside for all the details on our 2018 Women of 
Achievement, and THANK YOU for being ON A MISSION to 
eliminate racism and empower women with us!

If you're like us, you are taking a DEEP BREATH from the 
hustle and bustle of the holidays, reflecting on 2017, and 
looking to the promises of a fresh new year. Below are 
exciting highlights and news we'd like to share:

• YWCA Charleston was voted BEST CHARITY in 
WV by WV Living Magazine! We were grateful to be 
recognized state-wide for our broad scope of services 
empowering women, our social justice mission, and 
incredible legion of supporters. 

• The YWCA Alicia McCormick Homes will be 
resurfacing in 2018! Our crucially needed 
transitional housing project for victims of domestic 
violence in Kanawha, Clay and Boone Counties was 
placed on hold after HUD changed national funding 
priorities. In the fall of 2017, a grant submitted to 
the US DOJ Office on Violence Against Women by 
Kyla Nichols was approved, carving out funds for 
transitional housing once again!



Whitney Breckenridge—As this year's Empowerment Honoree, 
Whitney can expound on the wonderful experience she has had 
with the YWCA Mel Wolf Child Development Center.  It takes "a 
village" and Whitney found that at Mel Wolf. By entrusting them 
to care for and teach her children, it has afforded Whitney the 
ability to be able to follow her own dreams!

To our sponsors—THANK YOU! We are fortunate that this is a 
sell-out every year. However, to help fund YWCA programs we 
need whatever monies we can raise and cannot do it on ticket 
sales alone. We need to sell ads and table sponsorships, so 
thanks to those of you believing in our mission!

To our Women of Achievement committee members—YOU 
ARE THE BEST! You make a commitment to not only be a part of 
the selection, but to spend many months on the phone prior to 
the luncheon working on sponsorships and tickets. Thank you!

Lastly, why should YOU attend the luncheon? Quite simply 
because you want to feel good! Where else can you go and see 
600 of the business leaders in our valley/state not afraid to shed 
a tear because they were deeply touched by these women and 
their journeys? Join us March 2 at Embassy Suites for an event 
you truly will not forget.

And trust me... you will walk out feeling ... yep ... BLESSED!

As chairwoman of the Women of 
Achievement committee, I am 
privileged to join the honorees on 
their 6 month journey. They are 
selected and notified in July and 
the luncheon is in March. During 
this time there are many events 
that get us all together, however, 
one of them specifically comes to 
mind: the tour of YWCA facilities.

The tour is led by YWCA CEO, Debby Weinstein, and takes 
place on a small bus that allows discussion between each 
site. EVERY SINGLE TIME I have done this (4 years now), I 
can't help but leave feeling the same way ... BLESSED!!!! I 
don't know what it's like to arrive at a shelter and be given a 
plastic tote for my whole family's belongings. Nor do I know 
what living day-to-day is like with a spouse verbally— or 
worse physically—abusing me and having to escape to a 
place where I can feel safe. Or, to grow old and retire to your 
GOLDEN YEARS, and have to suffer ELDER ABUSE at the hands 
of one of the children you have raised. Sure, one could choose 
to ignore these things exist ... but my heart would never allow 
that, nor would it for this year's honorees!

Each year in the selection process I go in feeling like there is 
no way we can find 5 new women that totally embrace the 
YWCA mission, but we do, and this year is no exception.

Jan Vineyard—A personal friend and colleague. A "class act" 
who not only was a wonderful career woman, but totally 
understood the importance of  "giving back"  shown in the 
involvement she had with several charitable organizations.

Missy Rubin—Our paths crossed several times over the past 
few years as I was in hospitality in the Charleston area. Missy 
served/chaired several fundraising efforts in Charleston, and 
as a hotelier she would often use our venue. I knew that when 
Missy was coming to visit, I had better "sharpen the pencil," 
because she would not stop until the best deal was made for 
whatever charity she was there to support, and there were 
MANY!  

I did not know the following women before their selection. I, 
along with the committee, got to know them better from the 
references and applications of their colleagues/friends. 

Dr. R. Jenee Walker—Have you ever just walked out after 
having spent an hour with a person and thought ... we could 
SO BE BEST FRIENDS? She's amazing! It's easy to look at her 
bio and her accomplishments and be impressed, but she is so 
much more than that. You will have to come to the luncheon 
to find out for yourself just how dynamic she is!

Brittany Javins—WOMAN TO WATCH! Loves the ARTS! 
Mentored by Larry Groce, Brittany eventually became 
the Executive Director of FestivALL, and just look at how 
wonderful that has become for our community! You can't 
help but be impressed with her passion when you listen to her 
talk about her organization, working with a young group in 
theatre, or a new project ... she just lights up!

A NOTE FROM YWCA WOMEN OF ACHIEVEMENT CHAIR, Kim Burton

OUR SPONSORS IN ACTION
Huntington National Bank 
has been the proud title 
sponsor of Women of 
Achievement awards for many 
years. Rick Whisner, Market 
President, is pictured left with 
YWCA CEO Debby Weinstein at 
the luncheon.

Epiphany 
Consulting, run by 
Kathleen Walker 
(pictured right) 
& Kathi Rhea 
Richards, sponsors 
the Breakfast with 
Champions at WVSU.

BrickStreet Insurance  
sponsors the 
Empowerment Award, 
given to a former YWCA 
client. Kiley Shafer, 
BrickStreet's Manager 
of Business Process 
Management & Training, 
presents last year's award.



Jan Vineyard 
was the former president of the West 
Virginia Oil Marketers and Grocers 
Association (OMEGA), and also served 
as CEO of the Independent Insurance 
Agents of West Virginia (IIAWV), president 
of the West Virginia Trucking Association 
(WVTA) and executive director of the West 
Virginia Wholesalers Association (WVWA). 
Jan was recognized by the WV State 
Journal as one of the Top 10 lobbyists in 
the state. Jan considered being inducted into the Lewis College of 
Business Hall of Fame at Marshall University in 2014 one of her finest 
achievements. In addition to her many business accomplishments, 
Jan was dedicated to giving back to her community. She served on 
many local boards and tirelessly raised funds to help needy children 
in West Virginia.

Dr. R. Jenee Walker
is a child and adult 
psychiatrist and 
Medical Director 
of the Family 
Resource Center at 
CAMC Women and 
Children's Hospital. It 
has been her humble 
privilege to help her 
patients move toward 
health and healing 

for over 30 years. Jenee has traveled across 
the country with Essence Magazine and African 
American Women on Tour addressing mental 
health topics. She has a story published in 
Chicken Soup For the African American Woman’s 
Soul “On Becoming A Farmer”. In 2017, she 
published Good Night Beautiful Mother, illustrated 
by her daughter Chloe, which offers its readers 
hope and healing words after loss. She received 
the West Virginia Entrepreneur of the Year Award 
in 2005 from the West Virginia Minority Business 
Association and the West Virginia 2013 Governor’s 
Award for Civil Rights Advocacy awarded through 
the WV Human Rights Commission.

Melissa "Missy" Rubin
is a community 
champion who has made 
a significant impact 
volunteering with many 
organizations in West 
Virginia. She graduated 
from Wheatley High 
School in 1971 and from 
Adelphi University in 1975 
with a B.S. in Speech 
Pathology and Audiology. 
She and her husband, Art, have lived in Charleston 
since 1980 and raised their daughters here. Missy 
worked for Commercial Insurances Services part 
time for several years. She has volunteered for 
Kanawha County Schools, B’nai Jacob Ladies 
Auxiliary, the Clay Center for the Arts and Sciences, 
YWCA Charleston, the Kanawha Valley Golf 
Association, the CAMC Foundation, Highland 
Hospital, the YMCA, the West Virginia Symphony 
League, the West Virginia Symphony Orchestra, 
and the West Virginia School of Osteopathic 
Medicine Foundation. She enjoys tennis, golf, 
cooking, travel and bridge, and special times with 
her grandchildren.

Brittany Javins
is this year's "Woman to Watch." She 
is the Executive Director of FestivALL, 
a multi-arts festival in Charleston. Her 
love for the arts began as a dancer 
with the Charleston Ballet. After three 
years as a middle school language arts 
teacher with Kanawha County Schools, 
Javins sought a master’s degree in 
arts administration. During Javins' 

tenure, FestivALL has received various recognitions including “Best 
Festival” and “Best Event” from WV Living and the Charleston 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, the 2015 Wild & Wonderful West 
Virginia Stars of the Industry “Best Overall Marketing Campaign”, 
and Southeast Tourism Society’s Top 20 Events for 2016 & 2017 
with a “Top 20 Champion” recognition in 2017.

Whitney Breckenridge        
is this year's "Empowerment Award" 
winner. Three years into her college 
experience, Whitney became pregnant 
with her first child. Halfway through her 
pregnancy, her child’s father abandoned 
her. She moved back to Charleston to be 
close to her family. The YWCA Mel Wolf 
Child Development Center provided early 
child education for all three of Whitney's 
children, which enabled her to obtain a 
Specialized Associates Degree in Medical 
Assisting at West Virginia Junior College. Over the years, Whitney 
grew a special bond with the Center, and refers to the staff as family. 
Whitney currently works for West Virginia University Physicians 
of Charleston in Electrophysiology as a Certified Clinical Medical 
Assistant. Whitney plans on furthering her education in the near 
future, as she aspires to become a Registered Nurse.

WOMEN OF ACHIEVEMENT 2017 HONOREES
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2018 YWCA DATES TO SAVE

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS EVENT 
01.09.18 | YWCA Nautilus

WOMEN OF ACHIEVEMENT
03.02.18 | Embassy Suites

FRIENDS OF SOJOURNER'S STYLE SHOW
04.07.18 | Woman's Club of Charleston

RACE TO END RACISM
04.28.18 | Magic Island

GIRLS NIGHT OUT - 20TH YEAR 
08.25.18 | TBA

GUYS NIGHT OUT
10.13.18 | Oakes Field

FOODIE FEAST
11.11.18 | Paterno's at the Park

For full event details and how to get 
involved, go to ywcacharleston.org!

Introducing our 2018 Leaders for Change! Their corporate sponsorship sustains YWCA 
Charleston so that we can continue to serve the most vulnerable in our communities. 
Together, we work to promote peace, justice, freedom, and dignity for all.

Look inside for exclusive details on the 2018 Women of Achievement honorees and event! 


